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Mr.  Albert  K.  Griffith, 

risk  , 

Wi  SGonsin 


In  re:     Harry  R.  Probasco' a  Speech 

on  Abrahain  Lincoln,  Cincinnati, 
Chamber  of  Cominerce  ,  Feb.  14, 
1914 

Dear  Sir: 

Your  first  letter  was  mislaid  and  did  not  come 
to  ny  attention  and  your  last  note  waF  ^ust  received  ,  as 
I  have  been  out  of  toTO.    I  surely  apologize  for  not  hav- 
ing answered  yours  before. 

Father  was  quite  an  authority  on  Lincoln  but  due 
to  his  long  illness  for  more  than  five  years,  and  as  I  had 
to  dismantle  his  office,  I  hardly  l-cnow  where  I   could  find 
the  manuscript  requested.     However,  I  really  question  wheth- 
er or  not  he  had  it  transcribed  in  that  the  rr.ajority  of  his 
speeches  were  from  his  notes. 

I  have  written  the  Chamber  of  Coiamerce  and  also 
the  Public  Library,  at  Cincinnati,  and  if  I  can  locate  this 
speech,  I  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  send  it  to  you. 


Very  truly  yours, 

C.  M.  PRobasco, 
CMP  1  Industrial  Engineer 

825  Guarantee  Title  Bldg . 
Cherry  27^8 


C.  M.  PROBiOwSCO 
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ABRAHAM  LIHOOLH 
Speech  made  by 
H  R  Probasoo. 

oiNciNHATi  a&mm  of  oommeroe 

February  14 » 


My  Count rymen:  .  «  verv 

n-P  aialendid  business  men,  a  very 

^       U  t^t  .waat,-th,ee  spates    a.on.  t.  «        «o..  poteut  in  t.e 
nation,  set  apart  February  12  as  a  legal  holidayt 

is  it  that  tue  general  hL^^lr^^y^e- 

arpropriated)  to  erect  a  Zi  character  of  ou.  hero^ 

Waahinerton  to  comaemorate  the  life,  aervxc 

»«a  book8  of  and  conoernins  Abraham  Lincoln 
ha,e  beeHrtt'ttn  rpSar^h^or^y  ^ther  character  in  history  e.cept 
Ohrist  and  tiapoleon?  ^ 

.a  it  that  the  -Oreat  Oaptain"  wheeled        .i.hty^boat  a^n^t^t^ 
Southland.Vs,  ei^ce  t^e  grea    =    f  i^^.^gro™  ^^^^  ^ 

^erXt  L^ti:rtaS:LrLve  for  hi-t 

.  whole  world  make  acknowledgement  of  hie  aervxce. 

Finally,  why  does  the  whole  woria 

to  mankind?  h  i  I 

WKere  every  patriotic  ^^^^^^^^J^^^'^^^^^  iZlnV.  "Because 

pat  these  few  quostions,  back  would  come  in  mlgn^y 

we  love  him." 

-      t:r:trLr"a:;if- ^^^^^ 

!f  Ue  f:rtht\i«  ;e"Lrfor  -The  aavior  of  our  country.' 

Xt  need  not  be  expected  "LTL^^ t  tlA'lTT^^lr^'' 
huainess  life  of  Lincoln,  because       ^/^^^'J^^Se  may  be  truly  said  to  have 

;rrfrJ;:%ntgriryr:hL:Tar=ir^  characteristic  prevsded  hi.  whole 
life  in  whatever  he  undertook. 


tiJt  il^  4  f^^  ^^''''^^^       ^  ^^^^^^^  gigantic  strength  and  indulging 

himself  in  marvelous  conversational  exploits  ..ointed  and  eiabellished  by  his 
inimitable  stories.    In  this  military  career,  however,  he  acquitted  himself 
honorably  and  with  distinction.  He  related  an  amsing  incident  durinF  this 
war  ^ 

.0  a  front  of  twenty  men  ax^ross  a  field  when  he  desire* 

to  pass  through  a  gateway  into  the  next  inclosure. 

n  could  not  for  the  life  of  me,-  he  said,  -remember  the  proper  word  of 
command  for  getting  my  company  endwise  so  that  it  could  get  through  the  gate 
so  as  we  came  near  the  gate  I  shoutedi  -This  company  is  dismissed  for  two  ' 
minutes,  when  it  will  fall  in  again  on  the  other  side  of  the  gate'" 

t«  th«  "^^^^^^^^^d"  Shakespeare  and  Burns,  which,  added 

o?  Ms  it«r;,i^-.'  Pilgrims'  irogreas"  and  -Aesop's  Fables"  were  the  foundations 
of  his  materful  literature.    He  had  become  renowned  as  a  public  speaker,  his 
rostrum  being  a  choice  between  store  bo«08,  stumps,  etc.  He  became  a  candidate 
for  the  legislature,  but  met  with  his  only  defeat  by  the  people. 

His  manners  of  public  speech  was  as  homespun  as  his  clothing.  His  six 

u^fir       L^'^r^r^         ^^^'y  punctuated  his  many  apigramzuatic  periods^His 

bit  n«h?.    \T       ^""^  effectiveness  of  his  speeches  ana  conversationrHis 
best  public  utterances  w  re  not  impromptu,  but  were  the  result  of  painstaking 
preparation.  For  several  years  during  this  period  -  in  his  SenUes  -  heltulied 
IZ'inlT,  Tr  ^t^'^^'^f  ^  practice  at  twenty-eight,  about  which  time  he  moved  to 
Springfield,  where  he  remained  until  his  election  to  the  xresidency  at  fiftv-one 
year  of  age.  and  to  which  city  his  remains  were  removed  for  buri^^ay  4,  1865? 

the  le^/''ltlil%r\}^V^      T^^^^  politics  ever  in 

the  lead,  until  finally  law  was  forever  lost,  but  had  contributed  its  early 
influence  on  the  goal  finally  reached  of  master  statesmanship.  ^ 

T  A      r.^  f^^^        ^^"^^  y^"^  '"^^        well-known  forensic  encounter  he  had  with 
JSf^lr-^if who  defeated  him  for  the  Senate,  but  who  was  defeatedrby  him  for 

n^t  Ina^'lf         inauguration  and  held  his  hat  while  he  ielive^ed 
Zl  f+  1^1  r^^^.^f 3aying.«If  I  can  not  be  President  I 

iL  Zl    I    n''  ^^'^^  describing  his  sensations  upon  his  defeat 

nil        t     tt    I  ^°"Slas,  said  that  he  felt  like  the  boy  who  stlped  his  toe- 
-he  was  too  big  to  cry  and  it  hurt  too  bad  to  laugh.- 

be  of  inlL^ti^^  °K         election  his  face  was  clean  shaven,  and  it  may 

111!  t  t  J.  to  taow  why,  during  his  campaign,  he  began  to  wea^  whiskers, 
WMn^  ^^ntinued  to  do  until  his  assassination,  and  it  is  one  of  the  mosi 
touching  incidents  in  his  life. 

T4«.  il?"^**^®  Bedell,  of  Westfield,  New  Tork,  cdaing  across  one 

Z    m'!'??  °Tri^  pictures,  took  it  to  hor  mother  and  said  thft  she  thought 
Mr.  Lincoln  would  be  so  much  prettier  if  he  would  wear  whiskers,  and  asked 

fe'^JhildLhMf "^H  ''''  ^''^^  she  ;:ote^i:,''l  in 

!«i  f  M      T?  something  about  the  members  of  her  family. 

^e^'l^d  Lt^r^p^c^liJ,'^^  ''''''  ^^^^ 
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Springfleld,  111.,  October  18,1860 


*Miss  Grace  Bedell t  .    io++Ar  of  the  fifteenth  i» 

-My  dear  little  Misa:    Tour  very  agreeabxe  ^  j^^^e  three 

received/l  regret  the  necessity  of  -y-S^^^^^^  ^^wUh  their 

sona,  one  seventeen,  one  nine  and  ^^^^/^^J^^f ^^^^^rsfhaving  worn  aiiy, 

.other,  constitute  f't:^*!^  a  piec^       Suy  a^feotftion  if  I  ahould 

do  you  not  think  people  would  call  it  a  piece  ox  »x  4.^ 

begin  it  nowt 

«  Your  very  sincere  well-wisher,  Lincoln* 

that  you  induced  me  to  do  it*" 

on  February  11.  1861  ^J^^^^  ^s\^S"rf  a^dtilareSoh 

an  old  man.  Here  «y  children  have  I'""  t?h  TVl  brfore  «  greater  than 

knowing  »hen  or  whethor  ever  I  .nay  return  ^.^^^^"f  ^^%hat  oivine  Being  ,ho 

that  which  rested  upon  flaehington    «thout  ^«  "'^'^^^^  j  ,^  „„t  fail.  Trusting 
erer  attended  hi».  1  <=an  tfeTery-here  for  good,  let  us 

To^':^T:S.  :il"T^:^Txxr,'o  ^  'are  coSLndln,  you  a.  I  hop. 
iH^urpilyerfyof *ill  c:^ei  -  I  "  affectionate  farewell.- 

on  hi.  aourney  he  stopped  at  ^i^i-^^^^^'f-  ^oX  "Z^/jlluZl' 
the  plaudits  of  people    the  patriots  °^  ^^-^-^^^  the  details  of  thi. 

from  Illinois  lntran=it  to  the  Jlhite  House,  i  addresses  and  one 

remarkable  journey,  in  the  f . f  "J.^^^f ^^^Ly  Indication  of  what  hi. 

or  two  of  some  length,  but  ^^^^  "^^^.o  4  w^^^  ^"^  ^''^  circumstance, 
policy  of  l-reaidont  "'thirSfrnTto  some  of  the  most  stirring 

surrounding  it  are  passed  over,  wnxcn 
events  in  his  adoinis tration. 

Xt  is  a  far  cry  from  the  mud  ^lof  ^J.rftls':  str'ok^^f  U^.'. 

residence,  the  '«.ite  House,  at  ^l^V^f  1  sm^l    di^rganized  tend  of  backwoodsmen 
legerdemain  that  from  ^^^/^^^^^.Lrta^k  in  tie  world,  the  00— r- 
\l2T^\T^r^"lTl.^^oT\^^^^^  states.  It  is  littl.  less  than  a 
literary  miracle  that  out  of  his  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

His  hand  and  pen; 
Ue  may  be  good 

But  Qod  knows  when." 

should  spring  into  hi.  mind  the  -*-/^i/»ri^St^"r:arn":f"tf :ir. 

-efi::^ir;:u•a^i^I^ratilLrK^  -  ^ 


wish,  however,  to  give  you  which,  in  my  judgment  is  at  least  its  peer,  and 
except  from  an  address  to  a  young  men's  lyceum  when  he  was  but  twenty^six  years 
of  age  on  "Our  Institutions"  and  the  tendency  to  violate  themt 

How  shall  we  fortify  against  it?    The  answer  is  simple.    Let  every 
American  lover  of  liberty,  every  well  wisher  to  his  posterity,  swear  by  the 
blood  of  the  Revolution,  never  to  violate  in  the  least  particular  laws  of 
his  country,  and  never  to  tolerate  their  violations  !3y  others, 

«Ab  the  patriots  of        did  to  the  sup^^ort  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, so  to  the  support  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  let  every  Mfericaa 
pledge  his  life,  his  property  and  his  sacred  honor,  let  every  man  remember 
that  to  violate  the  law  is  to  trample  on  the  blood  of  his  fathers  and  to  tear  the 
charter  of  his  own  and  his  children's  liberty.    Let  revarenoe  for  the  laws  b© 
breathed  by  every  American  mother  to  the  lisping  babe  that  prattles  on  her 
lap,  let  it  be  taught  in  schools,  in  seminaries,  and  in  colleges,  let  it  be 
written  in  primers,  spelling  books,  and  in  almanacs,  let  it  be  preached  from  the 
pulpit,  proclaimed  in  legislative  haHs,  and  enforced  in  courts  of  justice. 
And  in  short,  let  it  become  the  political  religion  of  the  nation  and  let  the  old 
and  the  young,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  grave  and  the  gay  of  sll  sexes  and 
tongues  and  colors  and  conditions  sacrifice  unceasingly  upon  its  altars. 

"mie  ever  a  state  of  feeling  such  as  this  shall  universally  or  even 
very  generally  prevail  throughout  the  nation,  vain  will  be  every  effort 
and  fruitless  every  attempt  to  subvert  our  liational  Freedom." 

Lincoln  through  his  active  life  revered  the  institutions  which  our 
fathers  established,  and  yet  today  we  have  in  this  city  a  man  surcharged 
with  flowery  words  who  is  a  leader  of  the  disgruntled,  the  dissatisfied,  ?aid  the 
unhappy  ^ho  aounts  the  rostrum  and  boldly  derides  tbe  "fathers^  of  our  country 
and  pronounces  the  institutions  framed  by  them  but  a  fetish  and  a  fad, 
which  ought  easily  to  be  modified  and  reformed  so  as  to  suit  the  capricious 
impracticable  and  socialistic  views  of  this  political  mountebank  and  his  like. 

All  through  Lincoln's  administration  he  was  beset  by  his  harping 
hypocritical  friends  as  well  as  by  his  enemies,  but  in  every  emergency  arose 
above  his  critics  to  triua^. 

On  one  occasion  after  it  had  become  known  that  he  was  oonsiderins  the 
inauguration  of  a  certain  policy,  he  was  visited  at  the  White  House  by  a 
large  and  emiaently  respectable  delegatioh  of  citizens  who  were  there  to 
remonstrate  with  the  president  against  that  policy.    He,  as  usual,  with 
patient  attention  heard  them  through;  whereupon  he  eaidt 

"Gentlemen,  suppose  I  were  Blondin,  and  had  in  my  possession  everything 
that  you  hold  dear,  and  were  about  to  cross  over  on  a  tight  rope  the  great 
chasm  below  lUagara  Falls,  at  the  bottom  of  which  roared  the  Niagara  Eiver, 
and  suppose  that  you  were  gathered  upon  the  cliffs  on  either  side,  would  you 
shout  out  to  lae  as  I  began  the  perilous  trip,  walk  a  little  faster,  walk  a 
little  slower,  now  lean  more  to  the  left,  now  more  to  the  right?    No,  gentlemen, 
you  would  all  get  down  on  youi'  knees  and  pray  God  that  I  would  get  safely  over. 

At  the  close  of  this  remarkable  reply  the  visitors  left  without  further 

speech. 
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^.  .    4+  >.««*t  exponent  in  the  following  beautiful 
His  tender  l^ity  ^  Z'^n.^ 

letter  which  he  wrote  to  a  Mrs.  Bxxoy  o 

Washington,  Hovember  186*. 

•To  Mrs  Bikby,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Madamt  ^  Department  a  statement  of  the 

I  have  been  shoWthe  files  ^^^^^/^^^^her  of  five  sons  who  have 
Adiutant  General  of  Massachusetts  that  you  ^^^^       ^  ^  fruitless  must  be 
fied  Soriously  on  the  ^ i^^^/^^^^^tt  '    bej^ile  you  from  the  grief  of  a  loss  so 
Z  word  of  mine  '^.^^  !^°f  ^efralnlrom  teSerlng  you  the  consolation  t.at 
overwhelming.    But  I  cannot  f  ^j,^y  ^ied  to  save.    I  pray  that  our 

be  found  in  the  thanks  o^^f  ^7/^  bereavement  and  leave  you  only 

helvenly  father  may  assuage  ^^e  ^n^xsh  of  y^^         ^^^^^  p.ide  that  ^st  be 

the  cherished  'rsL'f ice  upon  the  altar  of  freedom, 

vours  to  have  laxd  so  cosTixy  a-  ■»  ^+*.„nv 
-tour,  very  sincerely  and  respectfulXy. 

„,rt«n  for  a  soldier  and  oa  one  oooasion 
He  never  refused  to  "'"f »  *  f '^^^/^Lge  nunber  of  death  warra....  ^ 
X    ,  the  hand  of  tSie  3eoretary  of  War  a  J-arge 

rsUred  t^e.Tn  tne  fire  of  an  open  grate. 

His  lac.  of  Vindictive"-  tlZTV^^^^"^^^^^^^^^^^ 
in  his  cabinet  three  of  his  P^^^^^^"^,  ^^^fT^Jterwards  made  Chief  Justice  of 

n 

ages  now.  ti  did 

So-e  note  should  he  »ade  of        "^^^f »  although 

-r-;  ^nfifi:^  :T..'X'i^rix  7^  ^^^-^^^  — ^ 


one  time  saldi  ^^^^  qualification 

•^enever  any  church  will  %°!!Lnt'orthe'sub3tance  of  both  law  and 

r^^itrm  ::;''JaS%r-u'^-  «     ^^^^    ' "  ' 

Si  my  heart  and  all  my  soul." 

*  nv«  that  of  old  man  Glenn 

^  again  he  said  that  his  religion  was  like  that 

.K.I  feel  bed.  and  that's  m 
■I  feel  good  .hen  I  do  good,  when  I  do  bad.  I  feel  bad. 

„„H  .If  he  had  not  been  anxious  during  the  battle 
General  Sickles  once  asked    if  he  nao  no 
of  Gettysburgt 

^.  president  thought  a  few  ^nutes  and  then  answered. 

..es.  but  X  did  not  give  up  faith     I  -^^.^i^-  --f- 

rtt^Xrr  f  Uni:\rwf.Ti.rar^rouroLs.  A.  c.se.  but  that 


religion. 


-6- 


Predericksburg  pr  Oliancellorsville  could  not  hold  out  another  day.    And  then  I 
made  a  soleznn  vow  to  Almighty  God  that  if  He  would  stand  by  our  boys  at  Gettysburg 
I  would  stand  by  Him,  and  He  did,  and  I  will," 

This  period  of  his  life,  the  most  trying  of  them  all,  is  replete  with 
the  accounts  of  his  humer,  a  few  examples  of  which  I  givei 

Just  before  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  many  statesaen  and  officials  went 
over  to  the  scene  of  the  impending  battle  filled  with  exultation  at  witnessing 
a  victorious  battle  for  our  toops.    After  the  battle  some  one  very  graphi- 
cally described  to  Mr,  Lincoln  the  incontent  flight  of  our  a.Tm^,  statesmen  and 
officials,  at  wh^ch  he  saidt 

"That  reminds  m©  of  a  boy  in  Illinois,  who  was  "sparking"  a  girl  whose 
father  ha.ted  him  and  had  threatened  to  shoot  hiia  if  he  came  on  the  premises 
again,  but  the  girl's  mother  loved  the  boy  and  conspired  with  them  to  enable 
them  to  prosecute  their  courting.    One  evening  when  it  was  thought  the  father 
was  far  away,  they  were  at  their  love  making  and  a  loud  and  angry  voice  of 
the  father  was  heard  calling  for  his  gun,    '/Jhereupon  the  lad,  in  great  fright, 
finding  the  enemy  cutting  off  the  only  means  of  exit  except  through  the 
window,  flew  through  it  into  the  yard,  and  gathering  his  greatest  speed,  as 
he  fled  over  the  rail  fence,  of  the  orchard,  scared  up  a  jack  rabbit,  to  which 
he  shouted,  "Get  out  of  the  v;ay,  gol  dum  you,  and  let  somebody  run  that 
knows  how." 

Complaints  came  to  Lincoln  about  Grant  getting  drunk,  and  he  promptly 
replied! 

*I  would  like  to  ascertain  the  brand  of  whiskey  that  Grant  uses  in 
order  that  I  might  give  a  supply  to  some  other  generals," 

On  another  occasion  General  Sherman  had  telegraphed  to  a  friend  in 
Washington,  severely  criticising  the  President  for  having  promoted  sovc.e  officers, 
and  his  frien^, deeming  it  his  duty,  showed  the  telegram  to  the  President,  where- 
upon he  wrote  General  Sherman  that  the  promotions  had  been  laade  after  jaiature  re- 
flection and  upon  the  written  advice  of  two  men  of  the  highest  authority 
in  such  matters,  and  that  those  generals  were  General  W  T  Sherman  and  General  U  3 
Grant,    Sherman  then  reiaembered  the  letters  and  confessed  his  mistake  7»ith  great 
mortification. 

An  official  friend  of  Lincoln's  had  been  given  an  order  for  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  execute,  which,  on  presentation  to  Secretary  Stanton,  was  met 
with  the  curt  report,  that  *if  the  President  gave  the  order  that  he  is  a 
damn  fool."    The  officer  reported  to  Mr  Lincoln  Stanton's  language,  and 
Lincoln  saidt 

"If  Stanton  says  I  am  a  damn  fool;,  it  must  be  so.    I'll  step  over  and 
see  him," 

The  iron  will  of  the  man  when  resolved  that  he  was  right  is  best  shown 
in  his  firm  resolve  against  all  protest  to  issue  the  Emancipation  Proclauiation, 
by  which  he  tore  the  shackles  from  four  million  human  beings. 

Of  necessity  passing  over  many  of  the  important  events  of  this  drsraatic 
life,  we  come  to  the  crisis— the  last  scene  that  ends  taia  atrange  mysterious 
history. 
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The  pistol  shot  that  launched  into  eternity  the  soul  of 
Lincoln  reverberated  around  the  «orld,  and  ite  «ird,  evenomed  aocompaniaent 
^Sic  Sm^r  Srimie-  drove  to  frenzied  madne.s  the  msees  -ho  J»"d  Lincoln,  and 

nomSTyt        saving  ~\'r:i\7::":"^T^rTr  ZT'S'.ln  m^d^he 
Sj'''"he1a:lolirin  •t::''a  :  sU^^tL:  "et^on^rSl:  a  co^in,  POjitioa  faced 
?ie*hen  t^t^r^hfch  gorged  the  atreet.  and  in  his  loud  and  clear  voice,  apolce  out 
s^nA  quelled  the  mobj 

•i?M-.nw  citizens  J    Clouds  and  darkness  are  round  about  Him:    His  paTilion  is 

~  JH  ^  :.aL:r^-"" 

reigns  and  the  GovernsBsnt  at  Washington  still  lives. 

««rrtvT,e.  he  stands  alone,  no  ancestors,  no  feilowa,  no  successors."  ..alt 
mtLlT^ve  to  tS  ^orld  tie  following  .oat  touching  and  beautiful  pa^e^yric: 

«0  Oaptin,  my  GaptainJ  our  fearful  trip  is  done; 
The  ship  has  waather'd  every  rack,  the  prize  we  f^ought  ib  won. 
The  port  is  near,  the  bells  I  hear,  the  people  all  Q^^jiJ^^f' 
mi8  follow  eyea  the  steady  keel,  the  vessel  gria  and  daring. 

But  0  Heart!  heartl  heart! 

0  the  bleeding  drops  of  red. 
Where  on  the  deck  my  captain  lies. 

Fallen,  cold  and  dead! 

"0  Oaptaih!  m  Captain!  rise  up  and  hear  the  bells; 
Rise  ut)  -  ror  you  the  flag  is  flung  -  for  you  the  bugle  trills, 
por  you  bouo^ets  and  ribbo'n  wreaths  -  for  you  the  shores  acro-^--S; 
For  you  they  call,  the  swaying  mass,  their  eager  facer,  turming. 

H»re,  Captain,  dear  father! 

This  arm  beneath  your  head; 
It  is  some  dream  that  on  the  deck 
You've  fallen  cold  and  dc-ad. 

■yy  Captain  does  not  answer;  his  lips  are  pale  and  still; 

My  father  does  not  feel  my  arm,  he  has  no  pulse  or  will; 

Ae  ship  is  anchored  safe  and  sound,  its  voyare  closed  and  done, 

From  fearful  trip  the  victor  ship  co^s  in  with  object  won. 

Exult,  0  shores,  and  ring,  0  bells! 

But,  I,  with  mournful  tread. 
Walk  tae  deck;  ny  Oaptain  lies 

Fallen,  cold  and  dead." 
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Amoag  those  of  transcondent  magnitude  and  brilliancy  there  are  every  visible 
to  the  naked  eye  Hoses  and  Soloaon,  ChrxBt  and  Paul,  Alexander  the  Great  and 
Oaasar,  Gregory  and  Luther,  Napoleon  and  Cromwell,  Gladstone  and  Bismarck, 
Washington  and  Lincoln.    These  have  by  precept,  example  or  achievement,  more 
indelibly  affected  mankind,  and  have  done  more  to  shape  the  world  than  any 
others  since  time  began,  and  their  rank  as  the  world's  immortals  is  established 
beyond  dispute. 

That  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  of  woman  -  had  human  origin  -  is  hard  to 
comprehend,  for  his  transition  from  a  native  of  the  wild  hills  of  Kentucky 
to  the  chief  seat  aiiiong  the  statesmen  of  the  world  gives  to  his  rise  a  seeming 
divine  power.  It  may  be  said  that  ha  sprang  from  xiiud  to  mi^ty. 

His  tragic  death  was  mourned  by  but  a  portion  of  his  people,  but  as 
succeeding  years  demonstrated  the  purity  of  his  motives,  and  his  iznselfish 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  whole  people,  his  veneration  and  adulation  is 
as  though  a  mighty  chorus  from  north  and  south  ever  sings  in  unision  hosennas  to 
his  name. 

As  Christ  died  for  the  freedom  of  roan  from  the  thraldom  of  sin,  so  Lincoln 
died  for  the  manumission  of  the  body. 

He  has  by  popular  acclaim  been  raised  to  a  peerage  in  the  roster  of  the 
mighty  masters  of  the  ages. 


